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EXTERMELY HOT MUFFLER 

                                      
 
 
Accident Type: BURN     
Injury: 1 ST   DEGREE  
Damage: RIGHT PALM  
Type of Work: CLEANING WITH POWER WASHER 
Equipment: POWER WASHER 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT: 

On the morning of April 25, 2007 employee was tasked to power wash the sidewalls  

And floor of an outside swimming pool. At approximately 10 AM, the power washer  

Runs out of gas. The employee obtains gas and begins to refuel the power washer.  

Upon finishing refueling, employee puts gas cap back on fuel tank.  

Employee begins to pull the start cord, this is when the employee inadvertently  

puts his right palm on manifold / muffler causing a first degree burn to his right palm.  

 

DIRECT CAUSE:   

Power washer being used for extended period of time causing the surface of the muffler and manifold  

to become extremely hot. 

 

ROOT CAUSE: 

Not adhering to manufactures instructions which states that there should be at least 15 minutes of cool down 

time to begin the re-fueling process.  

 

LESSONS LEARNED: 

Employees must allow at least 15 minutes for any engine, manifold, muffler etc.  

On power washers, lawnmowers, snow blowers, tampers, chain saws, etc. etc. to cool down, 

To begin the re-fueling process to avoid burns or any other mishap.    

 


